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Introduction

1. Citizenship – membership in a state with certain obligations

( Political – rights with obligations (i.e. service in military)

( Civil – protection from government

Civil Rights – Equality under the law – major component for Jews to acquire citizenship/emancipation.

( Bad image of Jews:  thieves, criminals, petty traders, money lenders, rich exploiters.

( Farming – very small – less than 1% (general population was more than 80%)

Jews were concentrated in commerce/money lending (examples of thievery, etc.)

Stereotypes fit into social reality.

( Money lenders – money without physical labor.

( Deep questions about fundamental nature of Jews… can they be trusted or serve in the military?

Jews – how to change/adapt to be able to acquire citizenship.

( Internal fight as well:  Jews adapting themselves to meet challenges of modern life and citizenship.

2. Politicization of Jews – different setting and time frame

Question of citizenship esentially arose in western and central Europe.

( General idea of liberalism.

( Vast majority of Jews lived in Eastern Europe – 95% – Pale of Settlement where most Jews were confined.

( Lived in an autocratic/tsarist regime ( saw people as subjects, not citizens.  People had privileges, not rights.

( Eastern European Jews were more religious/traditional.

( Revolutionary ideologies start to emerge.  There was no way of democratic change, therefore a disproportionate number of Jews became involved in politics in a mass way – many radicals.

( Must be radically changed, not just reformed.

( Versions of:

· Socialism – economic democracy

· Nationalism – came into existence in the 19th century.  This led to:

· Zionism – what’s necessary for Jews is to go back to their historical homeland and start a nation there.

( All a reaction to theme one – citizenship.

3. The Holocaust in History
( The destruction of the bulk of Jews of both realms – Western and Eastern Europe.

( Cannot let horrible event overwhelm us and dominate the course.

( Very little is ultimately inevitable – same when looking at history.

( People who created astonishing things, not just suffering.

