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European Transformations

Sumptuary Laws – communal regulations telling people how and how not to dress and behave.  Purpose:  not to incite jealousy/friction.  No ostentatious displays of weath (especially on regular workdays).

Ten Commandments of a Good Jewish Bride – indicates inequality.

Shivche haBesht – In Praise of the Baal Shem Tov
( Chasidism – innovative movement founded by Baal Shem Tov (“Master of the Good Name”).

( Mystical mass-movement.

( Mysticism:  possible to transcent physical barriers between man and G-d ( be holy now.  One way of doing this:  focus on the name of G-d.

( Numerical “cosmic status.”

( Baal Shem Tov – “miracle worker”/medicine man.

( Movement conquered majority of Eastern European Jews.

1. The Reconstruction of European Jewry in the Wake of Expulsions

A) Toleration and Exile
( Lacrymose (“Teary-Eyed”) Conception:  myth – Jewish life in Euorpe was an unending series of hardship and despair.

( Jews – only root descending from Christianity that didn’t accept Christianity that were allowed to live in Christian Europe.  Not allowed:  Muslims, pagans, heretics.

( Why Jews?

Christianity viewed itself theologically as stemming from Judaism (father/son relationship).  There was justification for maintaining Jews as bearers of the truth of Christianity and other theological rationales.  Jews must be protected, but at the same time, must exist within a subordinate place in society.  Examples of laws:

· No shuls could be built larger than churches

· Jews could have no political power with Christians

· Jews could have no Christian servants

However, many Jews did these things.

( Jews were not at the bottom of the ladder; servants and serfs were.

( Jews were very vulnerable to periodic assaults because of differences.  Most problems were with local-level leaders because the churches and kings generally protected the Jews.

( Jews served economic functions within Christian society.  Jews evolved into a group that could perform certain fuctions easier than Christians could.

( Long distance trade – easy for Jews because of a common tongue (Hebrew) and international connections.

( Jews became increasingly redundant after Christians became able to do the same jobs.  Result:  violent persecutions in Europe push Jews out of commodity trading to money trading/lending – usery ([excessive] interest).

( Christians, Jews, Muslims could not lend money for interest within their own groups.  However, Jews could loan Christians money without violating anybody’s laws.

B) In the Wake of the Spanish Expulsion

Creditors are at very vulnerable positions when times are bad.  Violent eruptions merged in a pattern.  At the end of the 13th century, the conflict over money lending was so bad…

· 1290 – Edward expelled Jews permanently from England.

· 1306 – France – then let them back in, etc.

· 1394 – Jews completely expelled from France.

· 1492 – Spain became a single sovereign country, defeating Grenada.  Ferdinand and Isabella expelled Jews.

· 1497 – No officially tolerated Jews were left in all of Iberia.

( Marranos (Crypto-Judaizers) – “professing” Jews – many converted to stay and secretly practiced Judaism.  These people were considered heretics.

( By 1550, there were no Jews living in England, France, Spain, and much of Italy.  Germany was not yet united; therefore there was no expulsion.

( The majority of European Jews lived in Eastern Europe (Poland/Russia) and Turkey.

2. Jewish Resettlement in Western and Central Europe
A) Reformation

( By 1600s-1700s, Jews started to return to their old countries (except spain).

( Reformation – Breakdown of the monopoly of the Christian Church.  Jews had opportunities for resettlement in pockets of toleration.

( Merannos could flee Spain and practice Judaism freely.

B) Raison d’état

( Geopolitics/commerce more important than religion.

( 1550 – Henry IV of France.  Decree:  refugees fleeing from Spain could live in his kingdom.  He saw them as skillful merchants.

C) “Mercantile Philosemitism”

( Government policies designed to enhance commerce as much as possible, especially exports.

( Increasingly bold politics in Italian city-states, German provinces, England, and France:  let Jews back in as a result of commerce.

( Menasseh Ben Israel and Oliver Cromwell
· Right after the English Civil War/Reformation, Charles I was executed.  The country was run by Parliament under Oliver Cromwell.  Cromwell, a Puritan, liked to talk about the Messiah, especially with Menasseh Ben Israel.

· Cromwell believed American Indians were the Ten Lost Tribes because he thought they spoke Hebrew.

· Cromwell believed England would be more powerful economically if the Jews came back.

· Cromwell believed Jews have to live in all countries of the world before the Messiah comes and England was the “only” country without Jews.

· Mensasseh Ben Israel argued on behalf of the Jews:  the spirit of commerce was infused in Jews by G-d because they had no homeland, but G-d did not abandon them.  Therefore, profit was the proper place for the Jew.

· Jewish money was not tied up in land because Jews couldn’t own land

( Beginning of shift of attitudes ( modern.

