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Tradition and Change in the Jewish Community

Raison d’état – reason of the state – deliberately set aside religious/ethnical reasoning (N. Machiavelli – “The Prince”).

Rationales fade by 18th century because Jewish economic viability starts to decline.  Less desirable as ideal foreign traders.  Kinds of trade Jews were skilled at (Balkans, Mediterranean, commodities) became less important in European economy.  Production of commodities at home became more important than foreign trade.  Local subsidies to businesses at home.

Major Cities – significant (but small) Jewish resettlements

( London – exclusive settlement of English Jews – 1655, 1656

( Amsterdam

( Berlin

( Hamburg

( Venice

1800 – 1900:  Cities above – Jews became poorer as Eastern European Jews came westward.  Population of Eastern Europe increased sixfold around the beginning of the 18th century.  Coming to flee persecution and for economic prosperity.  Many coming illegally and without resources.  Coming to existing communities – wanted to fit in.  Western Europeans wanted to keep the image of the “bad Jews” (those from Eastern Europe).  Represents social problem/threat to the community:


( More traditional


( Spoke Yiddish, not “European” languages


( Mostly poor, petty merchants

( Image of being involved in criminal gangs/activity (greatly exaggerated in press)

Worried more immigrants will flood Western Europe.  Mercantilist philosemitism basically over now; elements of small Jewish communities look like social problems.

Distinction between two different types of Jews:

( Sephardic
Descendants of those exiled from Spain in the 15th-16th centuries.  Hebrew:  Sepharad:  Spain/Iberia.  Also those who practiced in secrecy and then converted back.  Jews in western and central Europe were mostly Sephardic.  By this time, Sephardic Jews were more acculturated:

· Secret Judaizers overtly Christian – used to Gentile dress and ways

· More relaxed in religiosity

· Tended to have more wealthy merchant-class roles

( Ashkenazic


Northern European Jewry; Eastern Europe.  Hebrew:  Ashkenaz:  Germany.

· More traditional – different clothing, etc.

· Spoke Yiddish

· Less relaxed about religious matters

Condition of Crisis

( No longer useful/beneficial

( No longer praise from statesmen

( Worried about antagonism/economic competition from Gentiles

( Worried about economic welfare

Restriction on Central European Jewry

( Marriage restrictions

( Childbearing restrictions

( Distinction between “protected Jews” (Schützjüden – allowed) and illegal Jews

Prague, Austria
( 1740 – major expulsion of Jews and other minor expulsions

( Created outcry about Medieval practices – new voices of protest

( Europe now had a “social problem” about the Jews:  hard to assimilate; not as beneficial.

( Europe is now prepared to try to deal with Jews on different terms.

Philosemitism – liking/loving of Jews

( mercantile… - helping economy

( Puritan… - special kinship with Jews because Puritans saw themselves as a chosen people.

( Often used as an excuse to convert to Christianity.

Ottoman Empire
( Had largest number of Jews in the world in the 16th century.

( Area where Spanish Jews fled to after expulsion.

( Muslims had great toleration for Jews there and welcomed them.

Sumptuary Laws

( Not to incite jealousy among the Gentiles

( Create unity

( Instill piety

Kehillah

( Jewish community before 1800 was basically self-governing and autonomous with its own government – Kehillah.

( Kahal – could go to local [non-Jewish] authorities to make arrests.

( Very little contact with Christian world.

( Until recently, communities were taxed, not individuals.  The communities were responsible for tax collection and payment.

( Some communities in the Middle Ages could even execute people.

( People were members of isolated communities (Jewish laws).

Chasid – pious

( Many brands of Chasidism.

( Emerged in mid-18th century Eastern Europe

Baal Shem Tov

( Died in 1760

( Shivche haBesht

( Miracle worker

( Modest/secretive about his ways

( Appears as peasant (not very valued)

( People doubted his ability

· SCHOLARSHIP/mastery of Torah/Talmud valued above all else.
· Way of mobility – master scholar could be married to a wealthy woman.  Therefore, scholarship and wealth went together.
( Rabbi – virtuoso of the law – master of Jewish law.

Asceticism

( Piety in Eastern European culture was measured, in a sense, by self-sacrifice; self-punishment.

· Deliberately suffered

· Uncomfortable clothing/surroundings

· Fasting

( Purity of the mind and soul by negating the body ( achieve discipline over the physical world to elevate the spiritual world.

Chasidism

( Undermined traditional Jewish ideals.

( Emphasizes spiritual virtuosity and mircale working through activity of Kavannah – focus – on divine name, not through traditional scholarship.

( Instead of asceticism, there is an emphasis on spiritual joy, which could be achieved through:

· food, eating

· sex

· human activity

(all in proper way – with Kavannah)

( Emphasis on Tsadik – “saint” – spiritual virtuoso; semi-divine; conduit to G-d; mystical union.

Tsadik

( Became dynastic (usually to eldest son).

· Lubavitch

· Satmar

( Tsadik – Rebbe – inspirational leader ( Rav (expert in Halakhah – Jewish law).

( Spread through mechanization of dynasties.

( Rebbe took on function of a king.

Lithuania (N.E. Poland)

( Remained resistant to Chasidism.

( Vilna – center of traditional Rabbinical scholarship.

( Vilna Gaon (genius) – Rabbi Elijah – issued bans against Chasidic leaders.  He objected to their manner of religiosity and violation of Jewish minhagim – customs.

Misnogidism

( Group opposed to Chasidism – emphasized Rabbinic scholarship and study.

( Misnogid – someone who opposes.

( Opposed to joyfulness of Chasidic philosophy.
