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Partial Retreat from Emancipation

I. Napoleon and the Jews

A) The Armies of the Revolution and Jewish Emancipation

( Period of Napoleon:  1799-1815.

( 1791/1792 – French attacked their enemies in a series of wars that lasted until 1850.

( Advantage:  drew strength from entire population.

( First:  conscription of all able-bodied men ( everybody was equal.  Opportunities for advancement of merit ( generals (not a mercenary army).

( French law (liberation) established wherever the French conquered.

· Liberation of serfs/peasants from feudal obligations.

· Lessening of the Church’s importance.

· Emancipation of local Jewish populations.

· Knocking-down of ghetto walls.

B) Napoleon as Liberator

( Napoleon – rose quickly to the top.

( Overcame established family hierarchies in French armies.

( Successfully defeated Austria in Italy.

( Led to emancipation of Jews in Northern Italy.

( Called Napoleon “good part/portion” (Chelek Tov) ( “Bonaparte”)

( 1799 – coup d’état in France.

· Napoleon became essential dictator.

· 1804 – crowned emperor – made official.

· Not a restoration of old/feudal order in pre-Republic France.

( 1789 King ( 1792 Republic ( 1804 Emperor (still revolutionary).

( 1815 – Napoleon was exiled for the final time.

( Napoleon dominated entirety of Europe.

· Large chunks were ruled directly.

· Some were ruled by family members

· Austria/Prussia were ruled as subordinate states (satellites) who dared not rebel.

· Even Russia was a satellite of Revolutionary France.

· Only guerrilla resistance in Spain (1804-1812).

( 1806 – defeated/humiliated Prussia in Battle of Jena.

C) The Emperor Napoleon and the Jews of Alsace

( 1806 – Napoleon greeted by leaders of Alsace.

( Alsace people claimed that Jews had not changed their ways at all, even after being emancipated.

( Claimed they were “economically opposed to the welfare of the people of E. France.”

( Jews engaged in “usery, chicanery, and exploitation of local peasantry.”

( Napoleon was very taken – professed to be scandalized and shocked.  He issued an order… what should be done to deal with the problems of Eastern France?

· Infamous Decree (1808)

· In the meantime, all debts owed to Jews were to desist.

· Jews could no longer lend money.

· Jews had to choose a body of representatives to make a report to the French government regarding their steps to reform and alter Jewish character (leading Jews of France).  These people would answer questions.

· Sanhedrin – ratify responses and make them Jewish law.  Sanhedrin existed prior to 70 C.E. and was a sovereign Jewish legislature in antiquity.  It existed only in legent after the destruction of the Temple.  Napoleon wanted to re-organize this in France, for the whole world AND France.

( Dina De-Malkhuta Dina – The Law of the Land is the Law – Jews must obey Jewish law, which states that they must abide by French law (civil & religious law).

II. Emancipation in Germany

Prussian Reforms and Jewish Emancipation in Prussia

( Hardships for Jews (especially Ashkenazim) in Napoleonic Era… but Jews were being emancipated elsewhere.

( After the defeat of Prussia, there was an attempt to institute a “revolution from above” in order to strengthen society and prevent a “revolution from below.”

( Elimination of most of feudal-era laws, separate status of nobility and peasantry.

( 1812 – emancipation of the Jews with minor exceptions.

( Allowed everything except serving in top-level government positions.

( Same in many other small German states.

( After the Middle Ages, legal and political equality increases (idea comes in in small number of countries in Western Europe).

( * Expands into ~300 German states, N. Italy, and elsewhere through FIAT (decree) of Napoleon.

( 1815 – defeat of Napoleon – “Restoration Period” – attempt to restore elements of the old order.

( 1815-1848 – new outbreak of revolutions.

( Restoration of (Borboun) monarchy restored.

( Jews – partial retreat from emancipation, particularly in German states.

( Germany – most creative responses.  Reform/Orthodox Jewry born in German states.

( Created sensibility on part of Jews – they thought they’d gotten there; now they’ve been pushed back.  Full citizenship would be restored by creating new Judaism forms that are more acceptable to the surrounding society – the Quid Pro Quo (This for That) arrangement.

( Citizenship:  prove you are German, know the language, have useful occupations, show no group characteristics in economic fear, have a proportionate distribution of people working in crafts, agriculture, trades, etc.

( Quid Pro Quo – suspend rights until you can prove qualifications and worthiness.

( Eastern Europe – esentially no rights at all in the Czarist regime.

( Jews become more German over generations.

Crystallizing in 1808-1820 Germany
( New cultural, social, and intellectual forces in European life responding to Napoleonic conquests, even before Napoleon was defeated.
( Romanticism – strong emphasis on nature and larger-than-life characters.  It was a reaction to the preceived sterility of Enlightenment (by about 1800).

· Objected to universalism of the Enlightenment (everyone the same).

· Man is identified by progress through his history.

· Said life is more complicated than that – people have feelings and irrationally have creative value to it.

· Objects to deism of the Enlightenment.

· G-d is a force, not just a mind, that operates through emotionalism and the power of nature.

· Embraces mysticism.

· Novellas and music popular.

III. The Emergence of Nationalism

Nationalism

( Emerged roughly around the same time period.

( Inception – emerged from French Revolution – instead of the nobility defining France, all the citizens do.  Citizens are France.

( Estates-General ( National Assembly (3 estates).

( Constituting general populus as nation – contributed to new ideas in Europe about identity.

( In the past, one would identify with locality, not nation, and with local nobility.  Idea of nation emerging for the first time.

Linking Romanticism and Nationalism

Romanticism


(

Nationalism
- Internal nature is first


- Emphasizes uniqueness.

  and foremost that of



- Singlemost important idea

  a Frenchman




  man can have.




- Embedded in nature.

( Nations are organic in their nature – all related somehow by blood/culture (race not yet a factor).

( Development of Quid Pro Quo idea – prove themselves to be part of organic entity as well.

