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The “Science of Judaism”

Wissenschaft des Judentums – [Secular] Science of Judaism

( Judaism must have structure and logic.

( Prove validity and worthiness of Jews.

( Christians have defined, but distorted, Judaism.

( Judaism “fulfilled its purpose” – thought by Christian theologists.

Birth of Modernity – Science

( Notion that – looking at phenomenom in this world, we have to look at it secularly.

( Looks at history as a product of human beings and society, not revelation.

( Modern History and Modern Judaic Studies emerge at this time.

( 1819 – Verin für Cultur und Wissenschaft der Juden (Society for Cuture and Science of Jews) – Jewish university students (mostly in Berlin)

· Come together in crisis.

· Crisis of retreat from emancipation – “who are we?”

· Purely German-speaking Jews – philosophies of Hagel – must define history in secular terms – scientifically.

· Students want to do this for Judaism like other fields in the university.

( * Anything can be a subject of science.

( Perfect objectivity is a fallacy.

( Leopold Zunz – study history as it actually happened (“Vie es einlich gewessen war”).

· Understand/evaluate people in their own terms.

· Consiousness of differnce must be taken into account while studying history.

( Science of Judaism ~ why?

· Help define who Jews are.

· Has a history – part of European civilization.

1. Elevate Judaism to seriousness/worthy of study.

a. Help to prove that Jews and Judaism are something to take seriously from a modern, non-thological standpoint.

b. Win battle of emancipation.

c. Decrease anti-semitism.

2. Inward – what will be our future?

a. We’ll have a science of Judaism that can boil Judaism down to its very existence ~ able to adapt/change it in a way that’s scientific.

b. Keys to own future identity and definition.

